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F L O R I D A I N T E R N AT I O N A L U N I V E R S I T Y

FALL 2007
Official Commencement Guide

Fall 2007

Dear Graduate,
On behalf of the faculty and administration of Florida International University, I extend congratulations on
your graduation. I salute you for completing your degree requirements and commend you for your academic
and personal achievements as a student at our university. We are proud of the role you have played in our
continuing success and recognition as a major public research university. As students and alumni, you and
your fellow graduates will always be part of FIU. Through your lives and achievements you will bring honor
to your university.
I wish you success in reaching your career and personal goals. I encourage you to maintain the relationships
that you have established with FIU by becoming a member of the FIU Alumni Association. Alumni are an
important part of all strong universities. I welcome and encourage your support and participation in our
programs and activities in the years ahead.
Best wishes,

Modesto A. Maidique
President
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This guide was produced to make your ceremony a memorable occasion.
Candidates are urged to review and share the information in this guide
with their guests prior to the day of Commencement.
Guests should be aware of the name of their candidate’s college or school.
This is the only Commencement information you will receive.

COMMENCEMENT CONFIRMATION FORM

In order to confirm your attendance at the ceremony, please complete this form and submit to the Campus
checked below by Friday October 19, 2007.
Your commencement pass and tickets will be distributed at Grad Send-off.
Name: ____________________________________________
K YES, I will attend Fall Commencement.
See page 3 for ceremony times.

Degree: K Bachelors

PANTHER ID#:
K NO, I will not attend Fall Commencement.

K Masters

College/School: K Architecture & The Arts

K Specialist

K Doctoral

K Education

K Business Administration

K College of Social Work, Justice, and Public Affairs

K Engineering and Computing

K College of Nursing and Health Sciences

K Hospitality and Tourism Management

K Stempel School of Public Health

K Arts and Sciences

K Journalism and Mass Communication

Grad Send-Off:
University Park Bookstore (located inside the Graham Center)
November 5, 6 & 7, 2007 from 10:00a.m. - 7:00p.m.
Biscayne Bay Bookstore (located inside Wolfe University Center)
November 13 & 14, 2007 from 10:00a.m. - 6:00p.m.
Pines Center
November 17, 2007 from 10:00a.m. - 1:00p.m.

K University Park:

11200 S.W. 8th St., PC 130
Miami, FL 33199
305-348-2341
305-348-2941, fax
M/R/F 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
T/W 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

K Biscayne Bay

3000 N.E. 151 St., AC1 100
North Miami, FL 33181
305-919-5750
305-919-5403, fax
M/R/F 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
T/W 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

K Pines Center

17195 Sheridan Street
Pembroke Pines, FL 33331
954-438-8600
954-438-8606, fax
M-R 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.
F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sat 9 a.m.-noon

CEREMONY SCHEDULE
Florida International University’s Fall 2007 Commencement ceremonies are scheduled for Monday, December 17 and
Tuesday, December 18 at the Pharmed Arena at University Park. For directions to the Pharmed Arena see page 10.
The following is the schedule of ceremonies:
Monday, December 17, 2007
10:00 a.m.
College of Engineering and Computing
• School of Computing and Information Sciences
College of Education
3:00 p.m.

College of Business Administration
• Landon Undergraduate School of Business ALL undergraduate degrees EXCEPT School of Accounting

7:30 p.m.

College of Business Administration
• Chapman Graduate School - ALL Business masters and doctoral degress
• School of Accounting
School of Journalism and Mass Communication
School of Hospitality and Tourism Management
Tuesday, December 18, 2007
10:00 a.m.
Robert Stempel School of Public Health
College of Social Work, Justice and Public Affairs
College of Nursing & Health Sciences
3:00 p.m.

College of Arts and Sciences
College of Architecture and the Arts

Each Commencement ceremony will last approximately two hours.
PARTICIPATION IN THE CEREMONY
In order to confirm your participation in the ceremony, you must submit the Commencement Confirmation
Form on page 2 by Friday October 19, 2007 and submit it before you attend Grad Send-Off.

Grad Send-Off:
University Park Bookstore (located inside the Graham Center)
November 5, 6 & 7, 2007 from 10:00a.m. - 7:00p.m.
Biscayne Bay Bookstore (located inside Wolfe University Center)
November 13 & 14, 2007 from 10:00a.m. - 6:00p.m.
Pines Center
November 17, 2007 from 10:00a.m. - 1:00p.m.

The last day to confirm participation in the Commencement ceremony is Friday October 19, 2007.
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PREPARATIONS FOR THE CEREMONY
Grad Send-Off
We are pleased to announce that the Office of Alumni Relations and the FIU Bookstore will be hosting Grad Send-Off.
Everyone in attendance will receive FREE homemade cookies fresh from the FIU Bookstore, a certificate for a FREE
Starbucks coffee, FIU giveaways, an opportunity to meet with various graduation vendors and purchase your Grad Packs.
Your commencement pass and guest tickets will be distributed at Grad Send-Off. Doctoral srudents do not pick-up tickets
at Grad Send-Off. Please see Nancy Cólon in the University Graduate school office.
Representatives from Herff Jones and Balfour will be present to help graduates with the purchase of graduation
announcements, rings, diploma covers and mementos.
Guest Tickets
Tickets are free and required for admission to the Arena. Fire Marshall regulations require every guest, including
children of any age, to have tickets. No one will be admitted into the Arena without a ticket. There are no reserved seats
for any of the ceremonies.
You must present a photo ID in order to receive your Commencement pass and guest tickets at Grad Send-Off. If
someone else is picking up your pass and tickets, please have them bring their own ID along with a letter of authorization and
a copy of your ID. It is mandatory that you bring your commencement pass to the ceremony.
If you are unable to attend Grad Send-Off, your commencement pass and tickets will be available beginning Monday,
November 26 through Tuesday, November 27, 2007 from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. at the campus you selected on the
Commencement Confirmation Form you must have submitted by October 19, 2007.
If extra tickets are available, they will be distributed at the University Park Bookstore on Wednesday, November 28,
2007. Candidates wishing for extra tickets are encouraged to ask friends who may not be using their tickets.
COMMENCEMENT HOTLINE and Website
Updates and information about the Commencement Ceremony is available on the FIU Commencement Hotline,
305-348-3666 and on the world wide web at: http://www.fiu.edu/orgs/commencement.
Dress Code / Academic Regalia
Commencement recognizes the academic achievements of our graduates and is considered a formal academic ceremony
that should be viewed as such in dress and demeanor. The undergraduate academic robe is blue and the master and
doctoral robe is black.
The recommended dress for graduates is comfortable business attire; therefore you should be mindful of the following
considerations:
·Shoes and visible items of clothing worn under your gown should be dark colors that harmonize with the
commencement gown.
·Please do not wear sneakers, beach sandals or shorts.
·Stoles of Gratitude are not be worn by graduates during Commencement. We recommend that before the start of
Commencement, the graduate give the Stoles of Gratitude to those persons in the audience who have provided
extraordinary help and support to the graduates. The Stoles of Gratitude would then be worn at Commencement by the
graduate's guests that are sitting in the audience.
·Non-academic stoles, non-academic cords, non-academic medallions, and other types of non-academic adornments
should not be worn to Commencement.
Go to GRAD SEND-OFF to purchase your cap & gown and for all your Commencement needs. Grad Send-Off will
take place at the bookstore at FIU's UP, BBC or Pines Center campuses. The deadline to purchase your cap & gown is
Decenber 1, 2007. Please note that regalia will not be available at the Arena on the day of the ceremony.

4

Academic Regalia Cost:
Bachelors Gown, Cap & Tassel
Purchase price: $42.00 + tax
Bachelors Grad-Pack (Includes 1yr membership to Alumni Association)
Purchase price: $52.00 + tax
Bachelors Honor Cords
Purchase price: $14.00 + tax
Masters Gown, Cap & Tassel
Purchase price: $62.00 + tax
Masters Grad-Pack (Includes 1yr membership to Alumni Association)
Purchase price: $72.00 + tax
Doctoral Gown, Cap, Tassel, & Doctoral Hood
Rental price: $56.00 + tax
Purchase price:
Inquire at Bookstore
The tassel is to be placed on the right side of your cap.
The hood of the Ph.D. candidate gown is navy blue. The hood of the Ed.D. candidate gown is light blue.
The tassel of all doctoral candidates is Ph.D. Gold.
FIU traditional tassel colors, according to college/school are:
School of Architecture and the Arts
— Architecture
Blue Violet
— The Arts
White
College of Arts and Sciences
White
College of Business Administration
Drab
College of Education
Light Blue
College of Engineering and Computing
Orange
School of Hospitality and Tourism Management
Navy Blue
School of Journalism and Mass Communication
Crimson
College of Nursing and Health Sciences
— Nursing
Apricot
— Health Sciences
Green
College of Social Work, Justice, and Public Affairs
Peacock Blue
Stempel School of Public Health
Salmon
Honors College
Gold
Doctoral Cap & Gown Information
Doctoral candidates rent custom professional regalia, therefore, availability of doctoral regalia cannot be guaranteed if
orders are not placed prior to December 1, 2007. Purchase is also available. Rush orders can be attempted up to one
week prior to the ceremony for a rush handling fee. Doctoral regalia will be available for pick-up at the FIU Bookstore
during the days and times listed above. Doctoral candidates’ rental regalia, caps, and gowns, may be returned to the FIU
Bookstore. All rental regalia must be returned by Wednesday, December 19, 2007.
Academic Honor Students
The Bookstore will have a listing of undergraduate students who have achieved, as of their last completed semester, 40
credits at FIU and a GPA of 3.5 and above. Students meeting this criteria will be allowed to purchase an honor cord to
be worn over their regalia during Commencement. We urge you to contact the Office of the Registrar if you feel your
name was inadvertently omitted from the list provided to the Bookstore. Please note that “Exceptions to Walk” are not
allowed to walk with honors.
Honor Societies
Please contact your specific society for stoles, medallions and honor ceremonies.
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THE DAY OF THE CEREMONY
Parking
Parking will be available in the Panther Garage (PGP) for candidates and guests. Handicapped parking near the Arena is
available for authorized license plates and permits.
Commencement Arrival Time
Candidates and their guests should plan to arrive one hour prior to the start of the ceremony. We anticipate about 5,000
guests at each ceremony. Graduates and guests should be seated 15 minutes prior to the start of the ceremony. Seating
for guests is not assigned and is on a first-come first-serve basis.
“Ticket Will Call” will be available one (1) hour prior for those students who have arranged to pick up their tickets the
day of the ceremony.
Candidate Seating
There is NO rehearsal before the ceremony. Candidates will NOT march into the Arena. Candidates should enter
through the southwest entrance of the Arena and report to their appropriate seating sections when they arrive.
Candidates will sit in the assigned sections for their college or school, on the main floor of the Arena. Signage will be
posted at the entrances to the Arena identifying the location for the candidates’ schools and colleges. Parents and guests
may wish to sit in the section closest to the location of their candidate. Guests will not be permitted into the candidate
seating area. Candidates and guests are requested to remain seated for the duration of the ceremony.
Graduates will exit through the northwest and southwest exits of the Arena. Guests will exit through the northeast and
southeast exits. Please agree before the ceremony where you will meet your guests, outside of the Arena, at the conclusion
of the ceremony.
Seating within the College/Schools on the floor will be as follows:
Specialist degree candidates
Master’s degree candidates
Bachelor’s degree Honor Society candidates
Bachelor’s degree candidates
Doctoral Candidate Information
Doctoral candidates participate in the processional by marching with the Platform Party and Faculty. Upon arrival to the
Arena, candidates should enter through the southwest entrance and report to room 122. Candidates will be seated next
to their major professors during the ceremony and will be hooded on stage individually prior to the granting of their
degrees.
Please return the Commencement Confirmation Form on page 2 to confirm your attendance. Additional information
regarding your participation will be forthcoming from the Office of Graduate Studies.
Honors College
All Honors College students must sit in the designated area in front of the Arena if they wish to receive their
Honors College medallion.
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THE DAY OF THE CEREMONY
Photography
As you walk to the stage to receive your facsimile diploma, you will need to present your Commencement pass to the
usher. Your name will be called and as you walk across the stage, you will shake hands with the FIU Registrar and pose
for a photograph with your Dean. You will then proceed to the end of the stage for a cap and gown photograph.
You may have an additional cap and gown photograph taken before or after the ceremony by Bob Knight Photos.
Photographers will be at several sites outside of the arena.
Complimentary proofs of the photos will be mailed/e-mailed to the address you list on the back of the Commencement
pass (which you received with your guest tickets). Additional information regarding Bob Knight Photo will be available
when you pick up your Commencement pass and guest tickets. Please remember to complete the back of the
Commencement pass prior to the ceremony. This will enable the photographers to send you the complimentary proofs.
Commemorative Commencement DVD
You may purchase a copy of the DVD for your commencement ceremony by contacting Graduation Nation online:
www.graduationnation.com/fiu2007.
By phone: 1-888-523-3487.
The use of personal cameras and video equipment will be allowed to the extent that they do not obstruct the view of other
guests. Please be considerate and aware of others in the audience.
Behavior During Commencement
We request that you do not bring items into the Arena that may distract from the dignity of the ceremony or create any
action that interferes with the ceremony. Individuals who cannot comply with this request will be asked to leave the
premises. Thank you for demonstrating your support and giving the ceremony the dignity and honor it richly deserves.
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Information
on DVD
Coming
Soon
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DIPLOMAS
Diplomas will be available five weeks after Commencement. Please confirm with your advisor the completion of your
degree requirements. Transcripts will not reflect the degree until four weeks after Commencement. Should you need to
show proof of your degree, prior to receiving your diploma, your academic advisor can write a letter on your behalf.
Participation in Commencement does not imply completion of degree or graduation.

COLLEGE/SCHOOL OFFICES
School of Architecture and the Arts
College of Arts and Sciences
Landon Undergraduate School of Business
Chapman Graduate School
College of Education
College of Engineering and Computing
College of Social Work, Justice and Public Affairs
College of Nursing and Health Sciences
Stempel School of Public Health
School of Hospitality and Tourism Management
School of Journalism and Mass Communication
Honors College

305-348-3181
305-348-2864
305-348-2751
305-348-7398
305-348-3202
305-348-2522
305-348-5880 / 5841
305-348-7703
305-348-4903
305-919-4500
305-919-5625
305-348-4100

INFORMATION FOR SPECIAL NEEDS
Should you or your guests need special assistance for attending this event, please contact the Disability Resource Center
at 305-348-3532. Please note requests must be made so that special needs can be accommodated. Persons requiring
special assistance should enter on the east side of the Arena.
Families are encouraged to drive guests who cannot walk long distances to the main entrance of the Arena before parking.
In the case of an injury or illness, there will be a First Aid Station in room 113 of the Arena.
Deaf and Hard of Hearing
A sign language interpreter will be at the Commencement ceremonies. If you wish to sit close to the interpreter at the
ceremony, call the Disability Resource Center at 305-348-3532 or 305-348-3852 (TDD) to make arrangements for
special seating.
Public Safety
Public Safety will be assigned to different posts in and around the Arena, providing overall security and traffic direction.
In the event of an emergency please contact a Public Safety aide or call the office at 305-348-2626.
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DIRECTIONS TO THE
PHARMED ARENA (PMA)
Pharmed Arena
University Park
11200 SW 8th Street
Miami, FL 33199
University Park General Information: 305-348-2000
From Miami International Airport:
Take the I-836 WEST exit from the Airport
Follow I-836 to the Florida Turnpike
Take the Florida Turnpike SOUTH exit
Follow the Florida Turnpike to the Tamiami Trail exit (SW 8th Street)
Take the SW 8th Street EAST exit
Follow SW 8th Street, FIU will appear on the right before SW 107th Avenue

From I-95, Downtown Miami, Fort Lauderdale and West Palm Beach:
Take I-95 to I-836 WEST
Follow I-836 to the Florida Turnpike
Take the Florida Turnpike SOUTH exit
Follow the Florida Turnpike to the Tamiami Trail exit (SW 8th Street)
Take the SW 8th Street EAST exit
Follow SW 8th Street, FIU will appear on the right before SW 107th Avenue

From western Palm Beach, Broward County or the Florida Turnpike north:
Take the Florida Turnpike SOUTH exit
Follow the Florida Turnpike to the Tamiami Trail exit (SW 8th Street)
Take the SW 8th Street EAST exit
Follow SW 8th Street, FIU will appear on the right before SW 107th Avenue

From Homestead and the Keys:
Take the Florida Turnpike NORTH exit
Follow the Florida Turnpike to the Tamiami Trail exit (SW 8th Street)
Take SW 8th Street EAST exit
Follow SW 8th Street, FIU will appear on the right before SW 107th Avenue
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MAP KEY:

PGP

PMA

PMA - Pharmed Arena

SW 24TH Street (Coral Way)

PGP - Parking Garage P

UNIVERSITY PARK CAMPUS MAP
PHARMED ARENA (PMA)
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Dear Graduate,
On behalf of the FIU Alumni Association and its Board of Directors we extend our congratulations and
welcome you to your new family of over 120,000 alumni.
Your Alumni Association exists to support the goals and mission of FIU and be a viable resource for engaging
alumni. The Association helps fund scholarships and sponsors numerous events including the Torch Awards
Gala, Alumni Career Fair, pre-game tailgating parties and alumni reunions.
Membership in the Alumni Association is a great way for you to show your school pride and establish a
lifelong relationship with the University. As a member, you receive four issues of the award winning FIU
magazine, NOW@FIU e-newsletter; reduced price athletic and cultural event tickets and priority seating;
major theme park, travel and car rental discounts, and much more.
The FIU Alumni Association will always be your home away from home! Whenever you are on campus, stop
by and pay us a visit. Remember membership has its privileges. You can enjoy all the benefits of being an
active member by joining online at www.fiualumni.com or calling 800-FIU-ALUM.
GO GOLDEN PANTHERS!

Best regards,

Bill Draughon
Associate Vice President and Executive Director
Florida International University
Office of Alumni Relations
University Park, MARC 510
Miami, FL 33199
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